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RWBro Jack Price

Provincial Grand Master

Brethren, we are opening an exciting
new chapter in the Province’s history.
Many of you will know that for almost
two decades we have been considering
and working towards securing both a
healthy outlook for Freemasonry in the
city and an assured future for the
Masonic Hall at Bridge Street. It has been
an arduous journey for those involved
and in recent months much has been
accomplished to deliver what | am now
delighted to tell you:

We have finalised an arrangement that
will achieve the two objectives above
and a great deal more. This will see our
Freemasons’ Hall both modernised and
restored to a condition befitting one of
the landmark buildings in Manchester.
Not only will it provide Freemasonry
with a home more appropriate for
modern times but it will also enable the

Hall and Freemasonry to play a greater
role in the life of Manchester. Our future
in the Hall, the headquarters for the
Province of East Lancashire, has been
secured and we now look forward to a
long and happy relationship with the
developers. | can tell you that they are
most sensitive to Masonic needs and our
relationship has been collaborative to
the extent that there will be very little
disruption to our Masonic life. We have
retained the freehold to the building
under a long term lease agreement and
we will have occupancy of sufficient
space to satisfy our Masonic needs now
and for the future. For now the Hall will
remain fully functional and open for
business as usual. Major development
work will not be starting until April 2012
and | hope you will look forward to this,
as | do, with eager anticipation, so side
by side we can ensure our future thrives.
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About this issue:

This is a regular publication for
disseminating Provincial News.
This edition gives up to date
news and an overview of items
associated with Freemasons’
Hall, Manchester. Future
editions will continue to
include relevant Provincial
News on a wide scale. Your
contributions will be gratefully
received.



http://www.pglel.co.uk

FORD CAMPBELL

Freemasons’ Hall, Bridge Street , Mancheser

History

For some, Freemasons’ Hall is their Masonic home, for others, they know it as the Province’s
HQ. For those who have never been, it may certainly be worth the trip to Manchester to see
our ‘Jewel in the Crown’ of the Province. Freemasons’ Hall is one of the finest art deco
buildings outside London and is unique in having an entrance Hall which is a replica of King
Solomon’s Temple. In 1929, the building was completed; it was constructed on a scale
befitting so great a city. On entering one is immediately impressed by the grandeur of the
Memorial Hall which is dominated by its immense marble pillars and Spanish galleries. It is a
Grade 2 listed building (marking its special architectural and historical interest) and this is of
great relevance in relation to the planned development work and what we are able to
accomplish. In the middle of the 20th Century, with circa 20,000 Masons in the Province, it
flourished as a Masonic centre but, more recently, decreased numbers and increasing costs
have reduced our ability to maintain the Hall to its full potential and splendour. We have
now ensured the future of this magnificent landmark and it will, once more, return to being
a successful and prosperous facility, playing again a significant part of the fabric of the great
City of Manchester and the Masonic Province of East Lancashire.

The Developers and the Plans

Ford Campbell is one of the UK’s leading corporate finance and company sales specialists
and their Managing Director is Tony Ford. They have formed a Joint Venture Partnership
with Vision Developments, a vibrant young company that is committed to delivering a
brighter future, not just for its clients, investors, partners, and occupiers, but also for the
communities we work and live in. Their Managing Director is Stephen Cliff.

The whole of the building will be fully refurbished to provide offices, conference and
business facilities satisfying modern business requirements. It will also include bars and
restaurants designed to match the grandeur of a listed building.

The Partnership and the Province will work upon a combined scheme that will be submitted
for planning during the early part of this year. Freemasonry will remain one of the prime
occupiers of the building. Major refurbishment work will commence in April 2012 and the
bulk of the work will be completed during the summer. Before then only minor external and
interior changes will be completed. Throughout all of this, disruption to Lodges, Chapters
and additional Orders will be minimal and it will not be necessary for the transfer of any
Lodge or Chapter, even for a short time, to any other Hall.

“We’ve carefully considered the future modernisation of the building and we’re extremely excited to be
entering into a new era in the life of this iconic property”.
Tony Ford

“We are extremely privileged to have the opportunity of revitalising one of Manchester’s hidden gems.
We’ve already had significant interest in the ground floor, as this location is a highly desirable address
for leisure and business occupiers. The building, being on the doorstep of Spinningfields, offers a unique
potential for a quality business and conference centre that this part of commercial Manchester really
needs. This is a fantastic opportunity not only for prospective tenants, but for the area as a whole”.

Stephen Cliff

“We are delighted, together with Tony and Stephen, to have the opportunity to see Freemasons’ Hall
both modernised and restored to a condition befitting one of the iconic landmark buildings in this great
city”.
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Freemasons’ Hall, Bridge Streel. Manchesier

Freemasonry in Manchester

We will share our building with others but the benefits are obvious. Our meetings and
celebrations will be held in totally refurbished modern facilities in a building buzzing with
the vibrancy, soul and atmosphere associated with the presence of people. The third floor
of the building will be ours and will be renovated to top quality standards. It will be used
solely for the purpose of Masonic meetings of all Orders. It will also house the Provincial
offices and a new museum. When necessary, Masonic meetings of a certain size will be able
to utilise the Derby Lodge Room and Dining Room. All dining on Masonic occasions and the
various dining clubs that currently utilise the building, will take place in newly renovated
dining rooms through other parts of the building. So Freemasonry will continue in upgraded
facilities in what will be the finest and most iconic Provincial building utilised for this
purpose in the United Kingdom.

The exact planning, control and organisation for the refurbishment of the building will be
communicated over the coming months. There will be very little change to any operational
matters and, for those who use the Hall, there will be full consultation to ensure that all
requirements, wherever possible, will be provided. For those from across the Province, why
not take the opportunity to visit the Hall now, then return with pride to revisit after the
renovations are complete?

This is a most exciting time for the Province. All concerned, from the Provincial Grand
Master and the Board of the East Lancashire Masonic Charity, to every Brother involved
with the negotiations that have taken place, are absolutely convinced that Manchester
Freemasonry will now be able to blissfully prosper in its natural home and new connections
with the community will tremendously raise the local profile of Freemasonry.

Provincial Grand Chaprer

The Annual Meeting of Provincial
Grand Chapter is on:

Thursday, 17 March 2011 at 3.00 pm
King George's Hall, Blackburn, BB2 1AA

Full details are on the Provincial
website www.pglel.co.uk

This will be a very special meeting as the new Deputy Grand Superintendent
and the 2nd Provincial Grand Principal will both be invested on the day.


http://www.pglel.co.uk/Secretariat/PGC_2011/Opening_Page.asp
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