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YPC
At the beginning of
2020 the committee
members had planned a
number of exciting

The Young People’s Committee.

events for the

Sumer 2020 Newsletter

Welcome to our
Summer Newsletter
The Chinese have a saying “May you live in
Interesting Times” which sounds like quite a
pleasant thing but is actually a curse. I’m sure as
we live through our Interesting Times we can
appreciate the sentiment!

A message from Roger Tinker YPC
Chairman
This year, since March, has been very strange. We
have had to adopt a very different lifestyle. Totally
changing how we interact with our families,
friends and colleagues. All face to face
communication has had to be socially distanced
and at times whilst wearing a face mask.
Facebook, Whatsapp, Zoom, Instagram, Tik Tok
etc. have become the method of keeping in touch.
We couldn't have managed without them. Writing
letters and using a phone box to make calls doesn't
have the instantaneous response we all expect.
I am probably the eldest associated with the
Young Peoples' Committee and have lived through
some troublesome times. I wasn't around at the
time of the Spanish flu epidemic but do remember
living with the real threat of Tuberculosis and
Polio. Those conditions required us to change our
lifestyle but we did not have to endure the
isolation and distancing current times have
demanded.
I hope everybody is well and has been able to have
some quality of life during the various stages of
lock down imposed upon us by the pandemic.

summer. When the announcement of the
restrictions on movement were made it became
necessary for us to cancel all planned events. We
were reluctant to do so as we also enjoy the events.
Planning the activities, making sure that we have
addressed all the health and safety issues, made all
the bookings, checked off the risk assessments is
the work part of our tasks. On the day we can join
in the fun.
When the restrictions on movement and the
requirement for social distancing are eased further
we will hopefully be able to reinstate some of the
cancelled activities and add new ones into our
calendar. We will look at the feasibility of hosting
a post covid celebration so we can all reconnect
and rebuild our relationships.
The ELMC is at the early stages of organising a
sponsored walk along the River Irwell,
provisionally planned to take place in May 2021. It
may be an activity in which you want to be
involved.
On behalf of all the committee members I want to
add our congratulations to all who have received
their examination results this year and wish you all
well in the next stage of your chosen educational
or career path. I have never heard so many experts
pontificate on the numerous ways to determine a
student’s merit. It must have been a worrying time
for you all.
Always remember that we are here for you. If you
have a problem and need help please ask us.

What we did during Lockdown
Not a homework question, but here are some of
the things we got upto during Lockdown
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Emma Roberts, our own front line
keyworker

Gary O’Neill one of the Committee
Members
What have I been up to during “Lockdown”

At the start of the Covid situation university was
closed and it was unknown what was going to be
happening to the student nurses. It took a few
weeks to sort but eventually I was deployed into
the Royal Manchester Children Hospital as an
Aspirant Nurse, a new role created during the
pandemic. Due to being in the final 6 months of
my course I have completed my degree in this
deployment and my final day as a student was
8/8/2020. I am currently awaiting my
degree results and should commence my post as a
staff nurse on the 23/08. Due to the deployment I
was offered a job on the ward that I was placed
and will be continuing with them in my new post.

Hmmm let me think...
Before the pandemic I was the steward and chef at
Ashday Lea the masonic hall in Rawtenstall. The
hospitality sector was completely shut down, no
weddings or social functions to cater for, plus all
masonic meetings were, that meant I had lost my
source of income.
So, like many of us I turned to decorating my
home and landscaping my garden.
My son is a key worker (Charge Nurse on HDU at
Fairfield Hospital). I decided to utilise my catering
skills and baked some cakes for the NHS staff on
his ward.

Other exciting news from me is that as of
yesterday 13/08 I bought my own house in
Rochdale so hopefully the process goes
smoothly and I will be moving to my own home
soon.

Susan and I did manage to take a mini break at
Center Parcs.
Whilst there I joined a pottery painted class and
painted a garden gnome.
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Did Roger manage to stay busy… you
Bet!

When I brought him home he had a small accident,
thank goodness to gorilla glue.
I have managed to get some temporary work. Full
time employment will have to wait until Masonic
Halls are allowed to hold social boards and offer
catering for weddings and social functions.
Fingers crossed for when we can get back to
Normal (whatever form that will take).
Keep well & Keep Safe.
Gary

From Harry Whitehead
During the pandemic I have spent the majority of
my time in Preston so that I can continue to focus
on my studies at university where I do a BA Hons
Journalism degree. I have still been attending
lectures, albeit remotely, which was quite hard to
adjust to at first but after a while it just became my
‘new normal’. I have also sat 2 exams in media
law and regulation and court reporting, again
remotely. I did spend some weeks at home, but it
was apparent that I couldn’t revise as well I could
back in my halls in Preston. Shortly after the
university semester ended my work, McDonald’s,
reopened. I took the decision to stay in Preston and
commute back to Oldham as I was living with one
other person who was also working, I thought it
would be the best option to keep my Mum and
sister safe and not risk bringing coronavirus into
my home. I have now moved to my new flat in
Preston with my friends and I am looking forward
to restarting my studies again in mid-September,
hopefully with a little more face to face learning.

When the prime minister announced that the
lock down would start on the 23rd of March he
also advised that people should work from
home where possible. My first thought was
what's the change. I have had the pleasure of
working, or I should say being based at home
for many years.
I then realised that the lock down was going to
affect my social life. No more trips to the
theatre, restaurants, Tai Chi, masonic meetings,
YPC meetings and events, and no visits to the
local pub.
I had to do something. Painting. There was no
way that I could aspire to create pieces of art.
I've tried that in the past. I don't understand art.
I know what I like but don't ask me to interpret
a piece of modern or impressionist art. The
artist was painting a picture not writing a
biography how do I know what he was feeling.
Painting to me is a large brush and a wall or
fence that needs a change or refresh of colour.
On the 24th March my first task was to take
inventory of the paints I had in the shed and
garage. Various tins with different volumes of
paint but all a differing shade of green. By
careful mixing. OK pouring everything into one
container I had a homogenous shade and I could
start application. Pergola, posts, bird table,
wooden
steps and
shed
were all
given
numerous
coats
until the
pots were
emptied.
Anything that was stationary and had obviously
been green at sometime was now a glistening
shade of a blend of sage / forest / mint /
seagrass green.
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After painting was gardening.
I hoed the flower beds before the weeds had
had time to grow, dead headed flowers often
before they had finished flowering, cleaned the
patio and paths. Re-potted and potted on
everything, cut the grass. Then the weather
changed it was hot and dry I sat on the garden
bench, watched the lawns turn brown, had to
regularly water all the pots I had created.

language If I hadn't seen the series I would give
it a try. My French and Spanish improved.
The two weekly delights I looked forward to
were visits from my granddaughters, we had
long range conversations a drive's distance
apart, and my weekly supermarket shop, no
deliveries for me, I wanted excitement, the
drive there, joining the queue, hearing the beep
of my self-scanning device, the trepidation at
the self-scan checkout would I be the one
selected for a random check of fifteen items.
This year, since March, has been very different.
Hopefully we may soon be able to move to
some semblance of normality when we can all
meet again.

Seb Turner and Jen (on holiday)
Hoping you’re all keeping safe and well.
Wales Part 1

Walking: Fortunately, I live close to a park and
a green belt. Daily walks became a necessity.
Through the park and out on the lanes towards
Tandle Hill. I found lanes and footpaths I did
not know existed. The time of my walk became
so regulated I saw the same people every day.
Nodding acquaintances became somebody you
now had a two metre socially distanced
conversation with, sharing knowledge of newly
discovered paths and lanes. More and more
people began to tread the paths did we need a
one way? No. The arrival of the rains and wind
soon reduced the numbers and only the
dedicated, or foolish, walkers continued their
“puddle avoiding voyages” along the lanes.
Prior to the lock down I had often wondered
about the sanity of friends who said they were
binge watching box sets. Out of boredom,
having finished the books I had on the shelf and
not able to watch any more repeated repeats on
the television, I became an evening binge
watcher of box sets on Netflix, and catch-up TV
services. English, Scandinavian, French,
Spanish, Italian or Welsh it didn't matter what

This message comes from a Welsh countryside
campsite 8 miles from Aberystwyth on a drizzly
but warm morning.
We’re finding that some of the activities we had
planned are COVID hit. We did intend to have a
sea fishing trip to catch our tea but the best we
could do was to watch it being caught.
Nevertheless, mackerel straight from the sea
then on a BBQ is something everyone has to try.
A visit to Devils Bridge today is on the cards.
Walking boots at the ready!
The Red Kite breeding program has flourished. As
I’m sat outside of our tent with the obligatory fresh
brew coffee each morning, the shriek of the Kites
can be heard, and in the not too far distance, a
group of Kites are spotted circling on the warm air
currents.
(Sounds like the opening paragraph to a book Two Go Wild in Wales!)
Tomorrow’s forecast looks to be much improved.
Seb can finally get his wet suit on for a day of
bodyboarding at the beach. (His wet suit was a
surprise ‘Well Done’ for his ambassadorship that
he was awarded with from school, see below!)
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Plenty to be caught as buckets were getting full.
A trip to re-stock supplies
found us in Haverfordwest, a
good half hours drive. Olde
worldy churches stood on the
hills overlooking the town, but
a town like any other,
commercialised and retail
heavy.
We knew the storms
were to come. It’s not
quite possible to ‘batten
down the hatches’ in
a tent.
Jayne the campsite owner
kindly advised all
campers of the impending
weather. Some swiftly
departed.

Seb did continue to go to school, even during
Easter and half term. The reduced class size and
‘Study Bubble’ seems to have worked wonders.

Well, we’re from north of
Manchester, we’re hardy
folk. It’ll be an
experience that will either
test our mettle or completely put us off camping
for good! Yes, we stayed put.

Many an email was received from both teachers
and headteacher informing me of Sebs
involvement and behaviour. All positive and
praising. Sometimes (as with most parents), I
wonder if they’re talking about the same child!

That evening, a sunny one with a gentle breeze
and a campsite football match to boost morale had
Seb scoring 4 past me as goalie. Exhausted from
walking and football, a campsite gathering
(COVID compliant) barbecue was enjoyed by all.

Anyway, cup of coffee is now empty, and an
anxious teenager is hurrying me up, another day’s
adventure awaits!

Then it hit!

Wales Part 2
As to Wales part 2.
I would put it as an
experience rather than a
holiday. I can’t quite write a
romanticised account like
part 1.
Solva is a pretty little
picture postcard village
thriving on tourism. People
lined the harbour loaded
with their crab lines.

The largest gust of 76.3mph, saw me re-pegging
the lines at 3.30am. The wind was relentless for
24hrs. A campsite rescue mission came into action
early that morning, after realising our tent held
quite well while others had been completely
destroyed. The unity to help each other was
astonishing.
Those affected had abandoned tents for their
vehicles.
Regardless, the remaining campers were quite
upbeat.
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The weather had
cleared to a
beautifully warm
morning. Newgale
beach was calling for
some surf.
Reported to be one of
the best surf beaches
in the UK, it
didn’t disappoint.
The swell was large,
the waves kept
coming
in abundance.
‘I’m cold mum, let’s have another half hour, then
can we go back?’.... 3 and a half hours later.. it
was time to get out of the sea and get another well
deserved BBQ.
St David’s the following
day for a trip out to visit
the cathedral was
interesting. There lyeth
the remains of Edmund,
Earl of Richmond, father
of Edward VII. It’s
worth researching his
history. What a
convoluted story he has.
Whether he was the right
lineage to father a king is
a question to be discussed.
But I guess in the 15th century there were no hard
and fast rules to abide by.

to uni for her final year in the coming month. But I
guess her uni lodgings are questionable with the
COVID, as are most students not quite clear as to
what will happen.

Ray Evans - A very busy boy
Lock down has been good in most aspects for me
and the family, although Helen tested positive and
the rest of us got the symptoms however, we are
all fine and recovered.
Work carried on with commercial work, office
block in Manchester, Burnley college - Picture of
me in the Geology/Geography department sent to
my daughter Elizabeth as
a hint to a future career.
My burning ambition was
to be a cartographer.
Elizabeth knows this and I
take every opportunity,
jokingly, to persuade her
to live her dads dream.

In addition to the normal work I managed to paint
the front and back of our house
and our hall stairs and landing!
(I had one day off in 5 weeks!!)
Our new cat wiped her fur all
over my new gloss work.

Plenty of
bike rides
photo of the
tops near Todmorden.

It was unfortunate that the bishops palace (Photo
attached) was closed but from what you could see,
and a little imagination, you get the idea of how
prevalent the church was back then before
Cromwell’s charge for dissolution.
Wales part 2: an experience.
Do it again? Without a shadow of doubt.
Is it worth a 6 hour drive? - Absolutely!
Molly has been gallivanting all over this summer
spending time camping with friends in Dorchester,
she had her 21st birthday on Thursday and returns

We tidied up and cleaned our next-door
neighbours garden, painted her gate, jet washed
the path, and Helen planted new flowers. Agnes is
93 and can't maintain her garden. It was great to
see her very happy looking out on her refreshed
garden.
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We had couple of holidays - one in Bamburgh
Kept up a strict diet of
bacon butties.

Introduced our new cat
Bella to our resident mice
(salt and pepper pots!)
then down to the Cotswolds. We visited Warwick
Castle and Gloucester Cathedral.
The cloisters in the
cathedral were used
in the Harry Potter
films.

Ah young picture of me with
hair sent by my mates to keep
the humour going through
lockdown - umm!

Celebrated VE with all the
houses in the street - safe
distancing of course. We got
mentioned in the local paper too. Enjoyed a few
games of bingo and a quiz...(guess who was
compare?)

I sacrificed a Sunday
morning for the greater
good, trimming the
brambles down our
road which were
causing a big traffic
problem.

Masonically - the provincial website has a few
stories detailing what we have been up to as a
district - very proud of huge support from the
brethren, lodges and the donations from the
Provincial Covid 19 emergency fund and ELMC
to help people during the pandemic.
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I have taken on the position of assistant district
charity steward. The district held a few, virtual,
bingo nights and quiz nights which I hosted and
organised with the help of Jim Sutcliffe. Regular
Zoom meetings for district and the lodge have also
been held. With the management committee at
Whalley I have helped to sort out our safe return to
meetings, can't wait for our first on the 8th Oct.
We can have twenty masons safely in the lodge.

BEFORE

Our Karen
Lockdown, Stay home…work from home.
So, 24 March in accordance with the government
guidelines….. I packed up my desk and files and
set up office at home.
Routine was very much the same alarm set for
6:30am, coffee in hand, switch on the laptop, the
view was very different though [looking out into
my garden].

IKEA
DELIVER
Y

Meetings were now held via Zoom but the work in
the community across the province still continued
if not increased because of the crisis. Applications
for assistance, all Covid related flooded in, and Im
happy to say that majority were assisted either by
the Masonic Charitable Foundation or our own
charity ELMC.
Obviously, personally like everyone I now had
days that would normally have been filled with
family activities, shopping with mum, childcare
for grandchildren, playing rounders [season was
just about to start] none of which was allowed. So,
I turned to doing jobs that had always taken a back
seat.
Made my list of items for B&Q, then realized this
was not an essential trip, so I tried on-line to find I
am now in a virtual que, 45mins later I can enter
and virtually walk around the store … to find the
shelves are empty and paints out of stock. So, not
to be defeated I pulled out the paints and
wallpapers I had used for other rooms and decided
yes, got enough to at least start, skirting boards,
radiators old wooden furniture all got a face lift,
and yes you guessed it white was a common
feature and furniture the new grey.

AFTER

This was definitely a positive from the Lockdown,
so pleased with the results. Next makeover, the
garden.
But as time goes on, it becomes very apparent how
much you miss family, especially the
grandchildren. Thankfully the weather in May and
June was kind to us and I could meet and play with
them outdoors. We now have new buzz words,’
covid secure’ and’ bubbles’ and we are all doing a
new dance out in public called 2m social
distancing.
I look forward to a time when we can sit next to
one another without wearing masks!
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Good news story
Hi everyone hope we are all safe and well.
My name is Debi mum of Harry & Charlotte. As
most of you may know Charlotte has had a really
tough 5 years due to problems after having surgery
in year 7 age 11. Charlotte had to have her
appendix removed which then caused major bowel
problems resulting in her needing to be admitted
into Royal Manchester Children's hospital every 8
weeks for surgery, this continued for approx. 3
years, and meant Charlotte wasn't well enough to
attend school missing large amounts from each
term. In year 8 we were offered home tuition from
the education dept, for 3 hours per week. We
managed to get Charlotte back into school in year
9, but her bowel problems persisted and she
continued to be unwell and admitted to hospital on
a regular basis, Charlotte continued to fall further
behind at school. This started to impact on
Charlottes mental health on top of the medical
problems. During these 5 years when Charlotte
has been well enough she has attended the ELMC
young people's outings, this gave her something to
look forward to and gave Charlotte the opportunity
to mix with other young people and to just have
fun, allowing her to escape from all the hospital
visits, feeling unwell and feeling very isolated.
These trips were just the tonic that she needed.
Myself and Charlotte also had the opportunity to
attend an activity summer camp in Bournemouth
for a week, this was again a great tonic for us both
giving us the opportunity to just be mum and
daughter having fun.
Charlottes health problems have had an impact on
the whole family, and over the 5 years it has
affected Harry also. Harry has had to be supported
by family members and in the first 3 years 2015/16
he had episodes when he had to stay away from
home while studying for his GCSE exams. After
completing and doing really well in his GCSE’s
Harry has also completed a 2-year College course
in travel and tourism receiving * Distinction *
Distinction * Distinction and started a part time
job at Mcdonalds.
In September 2019 Harry started a 3-year degree at
Preston University to study Journalism. This has

only been possible again with the support from the
ELMC and the MCF.
In 2018 Charlotte was admitted into hospital this
time for her first major bowel surgery to try to
resolve these problems, but she missed even more
school (approx. 3 months) falling further behind.
Unfortunately the surgery didn’t work and created
more problems. These problems continued for
another 12 months and Charlotte still wasn't well
enough to attend school so started again with
home tuition this time receiving 1hour every day
because Charlotte was now getting ready to take
her GCSE's in the summer of 2020.
In May 2019 Charlotte underwent her second
major surgery with better results, Charlotte could
now live as any 15 year would. With everything
that has happened her mental health had been
impacted and made worse by issues at school
causing severe anxiety so now she found it
impossible to attend mainstream school.
Charlotte was not predicted by school to pass any
GCSE exams and this was only 12 months before
she was due to sit them. ELMC arranged a
summer trip to the MCF headquarters in London,
this was a great summer trip (as are all the trips).
This London trip gave us the opportunity to meet
our new grants officer Julie and I was able to tell
her about us as a family and discuss Charlottes
difficulties. From this conversation the MCF
agreed to support Charlotte with private tuition to
help catch up. With the support of the Masonic
charity we were able to start the private tuition for
Charlotte to run alongside the 5 hours per week
provided by the educations home tutors, Charlotte
was assessed by the private tutor and assessed her
at a year 7 level when she was actually getting
ready to finish her last term in Year 10 then onto
year 11 for her GCSE's. This was upsetting and
confirmed how far behind Charlotte had become.
Charlotte excelled in her GCSE exams. This is the
girl who had been written off by her mainstream
school. and predicted NO GCSE results. The
results she achieved after studying so hard in a 12month period were
Functional skills Maths - pass
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Functional skills
English - pass
GCSE English lit - grade 4
GCSE English Lang - grade 5
GCSE English speaking - Merit

He has also
passed his
driving test
29.07.2020
which is
very happy
about.

GCSE Maths - grade 6
Charlotte has now enrolled in college to study
GCSE Science and Animal care for the first year.
On her second and third year at college she will
study for her dream career “Vet Nursing” and then
fingers crossed onto University.
Our family, friends and the ELMC understand
what a MASSIVE step this is for Charlotte after
the turmoil of previous years.
It’s wonderful to see Charlotte smile again, be
happy and to be looking forward to her future.
The support and trips from the ELMC and the
academic support from the MCF has got us
through the past 5 years and allowed Charlotte the
opportunity to get back on the path of her dreams.
Thank you ELMC and the MCF for everything. As
a family we wouldn't be where we are today.
Onwards and upwards now Charlotte, make your
dreams come true on your NEW path in life

Whilst Tim has been shielding we have been lucky
enough to have everything delivered including
shopping and meds.

Even though shielding was paused on 01.08.2020
we still have to be cautious but however we have
been able to get back on the lake, pic of Todd
attached kneeboarding. He was hoping to be
picked for the British kneeboarding team again
with the worlds taking place next year in Florida
which is looking like it will be postponed to 2022

Who knows what Kneeboarding is?
Todd Wood does!
By Nicola Wood
I am now working from home for the foreseeable
future which it is great not having to commute but
can be a bit lonely sometimes! I do have a flexible
working pattern which fits in well with being a
Carer. The only problem is I work in the
conservatory which is attached to the kitchen and
you can bet that the washing machine will go on
loud spin when a customer rings!

Todd has completed his first year at College with
the results he wanted and plans to complete his
second year and then move onto university.

so that will give him next season to practice.
Sadly we lost Ella our King Charles in May which
was awful as we weren’t allowed to go into the
vets with her and had to say goodbye at the door.
She was 12 years old though and had a great life
and well loved.
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Finally, during August decisions were made on the
GCSE and A level students, and I am extremely
pleased to inform that all received the grades and
qualification to enable them to pursue the next
level of their education or chosen career.
Bethany Benbow-Distinction, and will be
attending Salford University to study Photography
Megan Fishwick – 3B’s and will be attending
York University to study Social Work and hopes
eventually to work in fostering.
Charlotte Heyhurst – GCSE’s in Maths, English,
English Lit and will attend college to study GCSE
Science & Animal Care, then Vet Nursing.
Charlotte Hulson – Graduated with a 1st in Music
Theatre
Emma Roberts – Graduated
and starts her new career as
Staff Nurse. Emma was
deployed to Manchester
Childrens Hospital as an
Aspirant Nurse, a new role
created during the
pandemic.
Young People’s Challenge during Covid-19
For the past 6 months the majority of us have been
focused on staying safe and well and preventing
the spread of the Coronavirus. But for our younger
generation they have added the added pressure of
sitting exams, a right of passage we would say!
So, for 6 months our ELMC Young People have
had a more uncertain worrying time with questions
such as:

Jessica Swindlehurst – passed all her GCSE’s and
will be attending 6 form college.
Francesca Wood – B in Psychology and 2C’s in
Economics and Business Studies will be attending
Manchester Met to study Law.
Laurence Wood – Graduated
Cameron Wood – Graduated

What happens now?
Do I have to sit them a year later?
Will I have this on my CV forever?
And many more questions!

Congratulations to all our Young People we wish
them continuing success in the future.
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Upcoming Events
As you know all the events we had planned for this year
had to be cancelled back in March. At that time we
thought things might be back to normal (whatever that
turns out be) before the end of the year, which now looks
less likely, however we hope to run some/most/all of the
cancelled events in 2021. So we could look forward to:An Easter visit to the Salle Angelo Fencing Club where
we will be able to try our hands at various types of
Fencing plus other activities.
The sing-along to the Greatest Showman, which was
proving to be a popular event

May Half-Term
Cown reservoir Water Sports Centre – skiing or wake
boarding. Followed by a BBQ
And, of course, a summer visit to Harry Potter World
(background cheers and woops)

After the huge success of the sponsored abseil last year
and the YPC beneficiaries large part in it. The ELMC
Fund Raising Committee are at the initial stage of
organising a 10-mile sponsored walk next year. The
current plan is to hold the event in April / May 2021. The
route is to start from Hewlett Court to Burrs Country
Park then follow the River Irwell through Summerseat
towards Ramsbottom turning towards Holcombe Hill
and returning to Hewlett Court.
If anyone would like to take part in this please let us
know, it is a wonderful opportunity to raise some money
for a cause which is close to all our hearts.

