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The Young People’s Committee.
Autumn 2021 Newsletter

A message from our Chairman.
Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter. Normally we associate Spring with new beginnings and the
restart of the life's cycle. In these exceptional times Autumn is the herald of new hope and the return
of a degree of normality. The development and roll-out of vaccines to protect us from the ravages of
Covid 19 has been unprecedented. Whilst the vaccine will not eradicate the virus, it will help protect
us from the serious consequences of the disease and help in reducing our need to call upon the
resources of the NHS.
For some of you this Autumn also begins a new phase in your life as you move to the next stage on
your educational path. For those of you starting your first term at college or university we wish you
well in your studies and hope that you make new friends and face the new challenges of an
independent life. Others will have also moved from junior to senior school having to adapt to a
different style of teaching where greater responsibility is placed upon you. We hope that the start of
the new term has not been too traumatic and that you have also found new friendships.
As the relaxation of the Covid regulations allow more social interaction things will get better.
Remember if you have any concerns or need advice Masonic Charities are here to help.
The Autumn has also brought new beginnings for the members of the YPC Committee. In August we
were able to hold our first event since the onset of the pandemic, a visit to Wood Sage Outdoor
Activities and Educational Centre in Cuerden Park, Bamber Bridge (you will find a report on the day
below). Planning for further events is underway including Christmas and next year's programme. We
hope that you are all able to join us on what we believe will be a range of activities that will give you
an opportunity to participate and be challenged by new experiences.
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ELMC Sponsored walk
Although the event was Organised by Steve
Thomson, the chairman of the ELMC fund raising
committee, the members of the YPC were
involved with scouting the routes and helping on
the day. We also had several of our beneficiaries
along with our own Karen Hall who took part in
the walk.
It’s important to warm up
before any exercise and
everybody was led
through a series of
exercises to stretch those
muscles.

The highest point at the Peel Monument, it’s all
downhill(ish) from here
Everyone finished the 13-mile course in good
shape, but it was nice to relax afterwards

The intrepid band, all smiles before the walk
still early
in the
walk but
we seem
to be
getting
into our
stride
Latest update on Sponsorship
So far the walk has raised £11223
Of which the YPC contingent raised £1223

But let’s not forget (some of) the workers!
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Wood-sage
Adventure Day
For our first YPC event post lockdown we visited
the Wood-sage outdoor education centre. The
weather had been a little variable in the days
leading up to the event so it was with some relief
that we arrived to a fine morning in Cuerden
Valley Park. After a safety briefing we split into
two groups, which for purely arbitrary reasons we
will call the Champions group and the Chairman’s
Group. We then went off to enjoy the two planned
activities of archery and airsoft target shooting.
For those not aware airsoft guns fire a small resin
ball (the ones we use were biodegradable) and can
be spring, gas or electric. Ours were electric and
modelled on assault rifles used by various armies.
A member of team
Chairman
demonstrating one
of the rifles we had
the chance to use

Even the targets were hi-tech and could light up
red (shoot it) or green (don’t). they could be
programmed to stay lit until hit, or to time out if

you missed them. This meant that as well as
accuracy reaction time and target identification
could be measured.

Further down range
were some targets
shaped like soldiers
but even these were
attached to the
computer and could
print out where they
had been hit.

But there were
other options
available

Everybody wanted to try their skills
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It turned out, again purely by chance that team
Champions had the older end of our beneficiaries

Any bulls eyes or arrows ‘in the gold’ as we
toxophilites say (look it up I had to) earned the
archer the right, nay the obligation, to pose in front
of target and as you can see there were quite a few.

And some of the more, shall we say, competitive
of our committee mebers so it should be obvious
who got the better scores. Yes it was team
Chairman,
The archery was, a little, less competitive mainly
because nobody knew how to keep score (and
didn’t ask). However there was a test of skill
thrown in when everbody had their eye in, but
more of that later

If you squint, and ignor the colours, this could be
Robin Hood and maid Marion!

This last example
brings us onto the
test of skill
mentioned earlier.
Although Gary is
proudly pointing at
the arrow in the gold
he is completely
ignoring the balloon
he was aiming at.
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Yes the test of skill was to pop a balloon. Again a
number of us managed this task (but not Gary 😊)

Robin and Marion showing their accuracy again.

More of the
committee showing
off

A special mention
must go to Ray

who having hit his own balloon casually shot
Charlotte’s as well. With her permission as she
was out of arrows, He will be forever known as
‘two balloons’ Evans.
The bodies of balloons were everywhere

Members of team Chairman resting on their butts (the name for archery targets)
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The day ended with a Barbeque and picnic which
provided the chance for a very convivial get
together and a chance to catch up with each other,
as well as discuss our marksmanship on the day. It
was also a chance to welcome two new families to
our group; Daniel Armitage with Ellie and
Isabelle, and Andrij Korolczuk with Kalina and
Lillia we trust they all enjoyed the day. Special
thanks go to Simon Moorhouse along with his
wife Bev and daughter Ellen of Woodsage for the
shooting and archery instruction and providing the
excellent refreshments afterwards. Also to Chris
Creelman and Karen for all their work organising
the event.

They looked
nothing like us

Some of our Beneficiaries Achievements

O
N

Emma graduated from Salford University and began her new career as a
Staff Nurse immediately being deployed to Manchester Children's
Hospital as an Aspirant Nurse, a new role created during the pandemic.
Charlotte H graduated with a 1st in Musical Theatre.
Bethany was awarded a distinction and is now studying Photography at
Salford.
Megan gained 3 B's and is now at York reading Social Work with an
ambition to move into fostering on completion of her studies.

T

Charlotte bravely overcame all of her health problems to gain GCSE's in
Maths, English and English Lit. and will attend Sixth Form College
studying Science and Animal Care with a view of becoming a
Veterinary Nurse.
Jessica passed all of her GCSE's and has gone on to Sixth Form College.
Francesca gained a B in Psychology and C's in Economics and Business
Studies. She is now reading Law at Manchester Metropolitan.
Laurence and Cameron have both graduated from Huddersfield.
We congratulate all of the Young People on their achievements in 2020
which was an extraordinary year for all but especially so for all in
education and at that point where their results could have a serious
impact on their future career paths.

I
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Your Committee needs YOU
Upcoming Events
The Christmas outing will be to the Lowry Theatre
to see the Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe”. We
have booked tickets for the matinee on Wednesday
29th December. Following the performance the
Octagon Room, adjacent to the Lyric Theatre, has
been reserved for us to have a festive meal. We are
looking at options for entertainment after the meal.

Why not join us and step through the wardrobe with
Lucy, Edmund, Susan and Peter into the enchanted
kingdom of Narnia. Wave goodbye to wartime Britain
( and the pandemic) and embark on the most magical of
adventures in a frozen, faraway land where they meet a
Faun, talking Beavers, Aslan, the noble king of Narnia
and the coldest, most evil White Witch.

We have been scratching our heads recently
hoping to have a lightbulb moment and think of
some new creative ideas for our outings in 2022
and beyond. We are always seeking activities that
are suitable for the wide range of ages (6 to 21) of
the Young People invited to join us. Your
suggestions/ ideas would be most welcome. We
are not asking you to do our job, but we do need
your help. Please send your ideas to Roger or
Karen, contact details are at the bottom of the
Newsletter.

To make sure that you are on the list please email,
whatsapp or speak to Karen.
Rolling out 2022's programme
We have put our heads together and have an outline plan
for next year’s programme of events that we hope will
create new experiences and exciting visits.
On June 2nd we have booked an afternoon of water
activities followed by a BBQ at the Water-ski Academy,
Cowm Reservoir, Whitworth. At the Academy we will
have the opportunity to try different water sports and
have some fun on towed inflatables. The Academy team
are experienced in working with participants of all
abilities.
At the end of July or early August we hoping to organise
a trip to Warner Bros. Harry Potter Studios in
Leavesden. We organised a trip to the Studios in August
2016. that was well received by everybody who joined
us on the visit. It is possible to make the trip in a day by
train and coach.

Contact Details

Karen.Hall@hewlettcourt.org.uk

01204 887531

